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I
t seems everyone has gone a bit 

Drift mad as of late. Loads of 

hobbyists are breaking out their old 

4WD on-road cars and converting 

them over to drifters. About a year ago 

I did such a conversion. Buying loads of 

hop-ups and carving away at steering 

linkages with a Dremel. I also hot glued 

a differential to make it a solid rear diff. 

To be fair, I learned a lot from this mod 

but I also have a few cars to play around 

with if I make the preverbal ‘meal’ out 

of mine. Not everyone has this luxury 

though. They will; they just haven’t 

realised how this hobby sucks you in and 

it becomes almost impossible to own just 

one car…but they’ll get there eventually 

won’t they?  

But there is another group that wants 

a drifter as their first car. They search 

for hours online and in forums for the 

perfect beginner’s car. They just want 

to taste the fun of going sideways, and 

just dip their toe into the drifting scene 

without breaking the bank to do so.

I have seen a lot of new people on 

facebook pages and forums that I 

Can You Really 
Get Sideways 
For Under 
£130?
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quiCk SPeC
Wheelbase 260 mm

Length 475 mm
Width 210 mm

Height 120 mm

frequent asking for people’s suggestions. 

They get recommendations with price 

tags ranging anything from £150 or 

£200 for a RTR, to true pro drift gear 

costing in excess of £1000 for the kit 

and electrics. But, there are actually a 

few new vehicles coming on to the UK 

market that cost less than £150 that will 

fulfil the needs of the Drift Novice and 

still allow scope for future performance 

enhancements. 

In this month’s mag we will be 

reviewing two such RTR vehicles. The 

first, from BSD is the Prime Street Assault 

and for its sub £130 price point is 

actually a pretty sophisticated package. 

This review began like most others. 

The Editor texts me and says there is a 

Type: 4WD Belt Driven Electric Drift Car 
Manufacturer: BSD Racing

UK RRP: £129.95
Distributor: www.centuryuk.com

“They just want to 
taste the fun of going 

sideways, and just dip 
their toe into the drifting 
scene without breaking 

the bank to do so.”
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 BONuS POiNTS
This is an often skipped part of most 
ready to run cars that are sub £150. 
They usually just give you plastic 
shock bodies that require spacing with 
plastic clips to adjust the ride…not the 
BSD!

package on the way. I still get excited 

every time. I wait for its arrival like an 

eager child waiting for Christmas day to 

open their presents! 

Finally it showed up and I took it out to 

the garage and got the ceremonial knife 

that I use to open all packages. I quickly 

removed the outer packaging to reveal 

what lay inside. OK, before this turns 

into 50 shades of R/C, I’ll get on with it! 

So there it is…Century UK Prime Street 

Assault. The very first thing I notice is 

the shell. It looks ‘supra’ sweet! It has a 

massive wing on the back and loads of 

decals over a predominately white shell. 

There are also black and red flame styled 

effects on it…the mental box marked 

‘aesthetics’ gets a big tick!

THe OTHeR BITs…
The wheels are black 6 spokes. The tyres 

are very grippy, and they will definitely 

grip the tarmac of the road course I 

frequent. But what’s this in the box? 

Another set of wheels and tyres. These 

are the same wheels but they are fitted 

with hard plastic drift tyres. So, straight 

out of the box you are ready for either 

‘Grip’ running or ‘Drifting’… Happy 

days!

Now that the shell was off I could 

get a better look at the internals. 

Now that doesn’t look like a £130 car does it? Getting sideways for the first time has never been so easy to do

The driveline is more racing 
TC than entry-level drifter

First off I noticed the motor was smack 

in the middle. This will definitely make 

it interesting to drive as I have mainly 

driven mid-rear motorcars. Two belts 

deliver power to the front and rear diffs. 

There are also separate belt tensioners, 

one for the front and one for the rear. 

The layout looks really good and 

compares to a lot more expensive drift 

models I have seen. The 540 brushed 

motor sits on a blue aluminium motor 

plate, and is easily accessible to adjust 

gear mesh. The shocks are anodized blue 

and are threaded for more adjustability. 

Is this the best value 
drift car on the 
market today?

The steering linkage is all plastic but 

seemed strong enough for the 3 kg 

servo. One thing I was initially excited 

about were the ball cups. They were 

centre drilled to make accessing the ball 

studs easy if using a hex driver. But upon 

further inspection I noticed the ball cups 

didn’t have a hex driver input. They were 

casted for a nut driver? So, what was 

the point of the centre drilled ball cups? 

Seems like it may let debris out, but it 

would possibly let it in as well…very odd?

The servo is a 3 kg and ‘should’ be 

ok, but to be honest I am a bit worried 

about the speed of it, as drifting usually 

requires fast and responsive steering, 

time will tell on this point. The Speedo is 

Note: Alloy threaded shocks and multiple 
shock positions

The shocks mount up to a 4-position 

shock tower. Yet more options are made 

available not just for the shocks provided, 

but if you want to use an aftermarket 

shock that is slightly longer or shorter 

you have the adjustability. Also on the 

A-Arms you have two options for the 

shocks to mount to. This is shaping up 

nicely! 
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The steering servo is rated at 3 kg, it’s 
adequate…but felt a tad slow
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a 1/10th brushed unit with forward and 

reverse. The speedo is a lot more complex 

than I would have initially thought. It 

is waterproof and dustproof as per the 

instructions. But like anything that states 

that I still use caution and suggest you do 

the same. 

It comes with a BEC set to 2 A/5 V and 

can handle 2 or 3S LiPo’s, with automatic 

Low Voltage detection.

Now that’s quite a cool 
transmitter for a car at this 
price point

Using this type of layshaft means that spur 
gear choice will be vast

This combo of 1800 NiMH and slow wall 
charger isn’t gonna set the world on fire, but 
it’s included free

The included 3-channel 2.4 GHz receiver has 
a standard footprint and even has a status 
LeD

The included 2.4 GHz radio offers 

multiple adjustments including steering 

and throttle trim, as well as steering dual 

rate. It also of course has the reverse 

switches for both channels available on 

the radio. 

The RTR package also includes an 1800 

NiMH battery as well as a slow wall 

charger. So if you are using this as your 

first R/C, then all you will need is four 

AA batteries and you will be on the road. 

The use of a NiMH cuts the overall cost 

and is a starting point, but it won’t give 

you very long run times and the extra 

weight of the pack itself can make a drift 

car feel sluggish…again only time will 

tell on this, once we get it on track. 

Once I sat the shell back on I noticed 

that it sat quite high on the chassis. 

I ended up lowering the back body 

position by two holes lower, and the 

front body posts only needed to be 

lowered by one hole. Now the body was 

riding low and looking mean, like a real 

drift car! It was time to load it up for a 

weekend of drifting in the Midlands with 

the RRCi crew.

TIMe TO GO DRIfTING…OR WAs 
IT?

I got my normal Friday afternoon start. 

Leaving work and headed directly to 

Leicester. I got up there in time for a 

Vindaloo and a few pints of Rum! Next 

day Speedy and I had an early start and 

met up with Simon Shearing at our 

favourite McBreakfast spot. We then 

headed to the drift track at Radshape in 

Minworth. We got there early enough to 

get it on the carpet and test out the drift 

capabilities of the Prime Street Assault. 

Just 10 minutes of running later and 

one of the front wheels locked up tight 

as a drum. I quickly grabbed the car 

to find out what had happened. The 

front right C.V.D had a setscrew in it to 

hold the pin into place. The setscrew 

had came out and lodged in the hub, 

stopping all motion to that wheel. 

The damage to the setscrew was quite 

significant. I figured I would just replace 

it with another setscrew I had laying 

around. But, all the ones I had were too 

long, and after I asked around the store 

and literally everyone in the pits, we 

just couldn’t come up with the correct 

length.

TAKe 1: ‘DRIfT’ 
Against my and Steve’s better 

judgment, I just went back out without 

the setscrew holding the pin in place. 

I got lucky and the pin stayed firmly 

where it should, and I was able to run 

the car perfectly well until the 1800 

NiMH went flat (about 12-15 minutes). 

The car actually handled quite well for 

an unlocked diff drifter, admittedly with 

the 1800 it was lacking power when 

combined with the brushed 540, but 

you could break traction with ease and 

initiate long sweeping drifts. Directional 

changes were possible but it needed 

more grunt and possibly the diff’s 

locking to aid in this. 

All was not lost though as in the back 

of my mind was always the thought that 

we would get far more power from the 

LiPo cells I had hidden in my hauler…
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even run 11.1 V 3S if the mood took 

me… I went with a 4200 2S LiPo. Once 

we popped that in the game changed! 

It was spinning up a lot quicker 

obviously, for the price-point the 

car drifts pretty well, the diffs aren’t 

actually locked, but being sealed and 

of the gear variety they are really easy 

to do so, even with the simple addition 

of Blu-Tack to lock them, and easily 

removed again when you want to run it 

in ‘Grip’ mode.

Eventually the lack of grub screw took 

its toll and the CVD decided to give up 

on me. This taught me a huge lesson. 

Even if the car you are running is a RTR, 

check it over thoroughly before you run 

it, and invest in some threadlock, blue 

is best. Then at least you can ensure 

parts like this grub screw don’t make 

your first forays into R/C and drifting a 

frustrating one. 

I also feel that the factory should have 

sent it out pre-done, but when you pay 

for a sub £130 product that’s what you 

get, and we can’t complain…I’ve seen 

people spend more on an ESC alone to 

go into a pro drift car, so it’s all relative. 

As an out and out drift car I give it a 

7, as it’s not actually one in the pure 

sense. It’s a touring car that has had 

drift tyres put into its box, so essentially 

it’s got drift aspirations. But don’t let 

that put you off as it offers amazing 

value for money and with a few subtle 

mods it would be transformed as a drift 

platform, then I would give this a 9 on 

its specs and value alone.

Turnbuckles on a sub £130 RTR... amazing!

Grip right…drift left…

The included drift tyres are made from a 
hard nylon type material

The ‘C’ hub and steering knuckle are built 
strong and perfect for a R/C newbie

The front and rear belts and roller tensioners 
keep everything running smoothly

“it offers amazing 
value for money and 

with a few subtle 
mods it would be 
transformed as a 

drift platform, then I 
would give this a 9 on 

its specs and value 
alone.”

TAKe 2: ‘GRIP’
Century UK had included on road tyres 

and I hadn’t even tried them yet. So, I 

planned on the following Saturday to go 

to Snetterton and took my neighbour 

who had very little R/C experience. As 

soon as we got there I had him change 

the drift tyres over to the super grippy 

ones that were included in the kit. Once 

he was done with that I sent him out 

with only one bit of advice; drive slow 

and just work on keeping the car on the 

track. 

TOP TiP
You can temporarily lock the diffs with 
Blu-Tack or even permanently with 
Epoxy, but remember if you do, not to 
run it in ‘Grip Mode’ or you risk destroy-
ing the driveline. When running the drift 
tyres it reduce the load and doesn’t 
cause as much strain on the driveline 
components…you were warned!

For a sub £130 RTR ‘one-box-solution’ 

this car would help anyone new to the 

hobby take their first steps into the 

world of drifting. It’s not something 

you can compare to the pro drift cars 

the team around me were running the 

day we all went testing and the belt 

driven driveline works smoothly and 

alleviated any torque related issues that 

the drivelines of shaft driven cars can 

succumb to. 
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That lasted for a couple of laps then he 

turned into me… Full throttle and trying 

to make impossible corners at speed 

(secretly I was proud!). I told him bring it 

in and we had a discussion that Speedy, 

Pete, Jamie, Simon, and probably most 

others at the track have had with me at 

some point. I told him to slow down, 

learn the apexes and work on being 

smooth and consistent. 

Back on track and getting faster all the 

time from going slower. After he had 

started to get the hang of it, the battery 

started to dump, so we brought it in 

and replaced the sluggish NiMH with a 

far more sprightly 2S LiPo. It took him 

a while but he started to get the hang 

of it and use the extra power in the 

right places of the track. He had gone 

from not being able to keep the car in 

a straight line to hitting the apexes spot 

on and threading the car around the 

track on a racing line. He was hooked! 

(Haha, I got another person into R/C!) 

While we were packing up I mentioned 

he hadn’t tried the drift tyres yet on 

this outdoor tarmac track. So he gladly 

mounted those back on and installed 

 TeChNiCAl SPeC
ReQUIReD TO COMPLeTe
Threadlock…and AA cells for the Tx

DIsLIKes
Needs Loctite/threadlock 
Tamiya connectors…
Slow steering servo

LIKes
Amazing price & specifications
Belt driven TC inspired driveline 
Includes a pack & charger 
Bodyshell looks the part
Drift or grip running

CONTACT  www.centuryuk.com

At snetterton in ‘Grip Mode’
At Radshape RC and getting some sideways action in

The bodyshell looks ace doesn’t it! for £130 it’s pretty hard to beat the BsD/Century

“I also told him that for the price and specs 
he probably couldn’t beat the Century UK”
a fresh LiPo. Like we all do, he hit the 

throttle and the car spun in a circle. So 

you have to do that for a few hundred 

times before continuing. We all do it, 

admit it. Then I gave him a short basic 

lesson on how to drift and turned him 

loose as I loaded up the van. 

He was really enjoying it and 

mentioned how great it would be to 

have a play in the car park outside our 

houses with the drift tyres. He sees me 

out there all the time with review cars 

and often comes over for a chat. He 

then asked how to go about getting a 

car like that and I was quick to tell him 

the viable options to choose from. I also 

told him that for the price and specs he 

probably couldn’t beat the Century UK…

he is in all intent and purposes its target 

customer, and running both drift and 

grip it fulfilled its brief admirably well. 
RRCi
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